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Lotze’s Influence on the Psychology of William James
Otto F. Kraushaar

Abstract: Lotze was certainly in a position to be a major factor in James’ development as a
psychologist. First, Lotze’s critical examination of mechanism and the primacy he gave to the soul as
a teleological unifying principle made a profound impression on James. It made James aware of the
provisional and hypothetical nature of the foundations of scientific psychology, and it led him to
disavow any claims of finality for psychology as a natural science. Secondly, one of the special
problems treated at length in James Principles of Psychology, and in connection with which Lotze’s
doctrine of ‘local signs’ is exhaustively examined, is the problem of localization and space perception,
In fact, concerning fundamentals they are completely at loggerheads. But this by no means precludes
accord on many significant details. Thirdly, psychology is Lotze’s influence so manifest as in the
account of the emotions. James contended that the truly emotional elements of an emotion consist in
the feeling of bodily responses to a given cognitive content. This parallels Lotze’s account of feeling
and emotion both on the mental and physiological sides. Fourthly, the central and most
characteristic doctrine of James’ psychology, and of his philosophy as well, is contained in the
statement, “consciousness is in its very nature impulsive. ” The fact that Lotze was a powerful factor
in shaping this central doctrine, is the real measure of the significance of his influence.
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