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Can Science Explain the Phenomenon of Consciousness?

WEI Yi — dong
( School of Philosophy and Sociology , Shanxi University , Taiyuan 030006 China)

Abstract: Consciousness is probably one of the most difficult issues to explain at present. Mind, intelligence and
free will, which are related to consciousness, are not only the topics of philosophy, but also an area where natural
science must intervene. The theories of consciousness in philosophy ,if they only stay at the philosophical level, may
only be the self — entertainment of philosophers. It is impossible to solve the mystery of consciousness without inter—
vention of science. In this paper, consciousness is explained from the perspectives of chaos, biological evolution
and Peirce’ s semiotics, concluding that consciousness is the result of natural evolution, a strange attractor system
and a symbolic system. The relationship of consciousness with mind and intelligence has some identity , which can be
studied scientifically.

Key words: consciousness; mind; intelligence; strange attractor
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